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JET PROGRAMME—AOMORI

Good Morning,
Aomori!

Welcome to the 2007—2008 year on JET!
Good Morning Aomori!
a

From the Prefectural Advisor from
2002-2007, Melanie Surry, passing
on the words of
her sempai PA,
Chris Onaka,
"To be early is to
be on time. To be
on time is to be
late. To be late is
unacceptable!"
Good luck, Melanie!
Thank you!
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WELCOME TO AOMORI!!
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With the beginning of August, we are now

* Editor`s notes — My name is Marti Deyo

ready to start the 2007-2008 year of JET! As

and I am a fourth year American ALT. My

JET Life
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many of you have been anxiously waiting,

first three years were at a combination of

45 new JETs have made their way to our blue

Elementary, Junior High, and Senior High

ALT + JET Talk
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forest prefecture. I would like to be one of

Schools. Dee and I are stepping in for Mela-

the first to say ‗Welcome to Aomori!‘ Wheth-

nie Surry, who did a fantastic job as the Pre-

City Spotlights
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er you have just arrived, or been here for

fectural Advisor (PA) for 5 years. We hope to

years, I believe this will be a year of great

maintain the same high standards. We are

discoveries, new adventures, and lasting

looking forward to having an outstanding

friendships. I am thrilled to be able to share

year with you!

Remarks
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this amazing experience with you!
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Last year at a Glance

Jody Buhay

12 months. 52 weeks. 365 days. 8766 Hours.

Winter: SNOW!!!

525,949 minutes. That‘s a lot of time. See

The last weekend of November consisted

how Aomori JETs filled up all that time last

of the ALT Mid-Year Seminar, the E of A

year!

Talent Show/Slave Auction in Hirosaki, and

Summer: Matsuri Time!!
August is packed with festivals. From the
Sansha Taisai in Hachinohe to the Neputa
Matsuri in Hirosaki—the ken is rockin`!
Aomori Nebuta is an especially fun time
when we welcome the group A newbies,
dress up in yukata, jump through the
streets of Aomori City, and scream at the

the first snow of the season! For many JETs
December—February were filled with trips
to Ajigasawa, Moya, Hakkoda, and the
many other snow havens in the ken. February 23rd was the annual AJET Ski Trip—this
year to Ajigasawa. It was a fabulous time
to reconnect with friends and to try our ski/
snowboard skills!

top of our lungs ―Rase-ra! Rase-ra! Rase!

Spring: Just Getting Warmed Up!

Rase! Rase-ra!‖

E of A hosted many of the spring events

Fall: Getting into the Swing of Things!
The fall started out with the AJET Welcome
Party and the first practice session for the
Aomori soccer teams. The end of September brought about the ALT Soccer
Tournament in Nagano-ken. Between the
Aomori United and the Ringo Stars, Aomori

The gathering of 1st—5th yearJETs at Nebuta has been a long
tradition in Aomori where fond
memories are bound to be created.

starting off with the St. Patrick`s Day party
in Hirosaki. Next was the futsal Tournament
in Aomori City followed by Casino Night in
Hachinohe. Many JETs fled to warmer climates for Golden Week, but some stayed
in town and were rewarded with gorgeous
cherry blossoms all over the ken.

sent down a contingent of 60 JETs. In Oc-

And that brings us to now, summer. Sum-

tober, Culture Day brought everyone to

mer held two major events: E of A`s Trivia

Aomori City to learn about taiko, shiatsu,

Weekend at Lake Towada and the AJET

and tofu making. The annual Hachinohe

Leaver`s Party in Aomori city. As leavers

International Relations Association Hallow-

said their good-byes and prepared for their

een Party was also a blast! At night the

departure, the rest of us geared up to wel-

Everest of Apples hosted a Halloween

come the new JETs and look forward to

party in Misawa. Good times had by all!

another fabulous year in Aomori!

Many fled to warmer
climates, but some
stayed and were
rewarded with
gorgeous cherry
blossoms.. .

This year at a Glance
A tentative outline of the events to look

December– JLPT in Sendai or Sapporo,

forward to this year:

Casino Night, Winter vacation

August—New JETs arrive, JET Nebuta,

February—Re-contracting Decision, Re-

Aomori Orientation, Welcome Parties,

turners Conference, ALT/CIR Opinion Ex-

Scavenger Hunt

change, Futsal Tournament

September—ALTs start teaching, JLPT ap-

March—Graduation Ceremonies, Drivers

plications close

License tests, Farewell Parties

October—Culture Day, Koyo (Autumn

April—New School/ Financial Year, JET city

foliage), Hachinohe/E of A and AJET Hal-

tax obligations, JET car tax obligations,

loween Party

Chinese/ Korean JET arrivals

November—ALT Mid-Year Seminar, CIR

May—Leavers start preparing, New AJET

Mid-Year Seminar, Talent Show, Booking

meets with IAD, Re-contractors confer-

vacations for Winter!

ence, Beach Volleyball
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The annual Ski trip is something to look forward to this
winter
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Activities Corner— events, festivals, etc
Sweltering heats, sleeveless shirts, clear skies, and pounding drums - August and September are prime months for memory-making festivals. Check them out!
Location

Festival Name

Dates

Duration

Hachinohe

Hachinohe Sansha Taisai Festival

End of July/Beg. Of August

Shariki

Shariki Swim Competition

First weekend of August

Aomori

Aomori Nebuta Matsuri

First week in August

6-7

Hirosaki

Hirosaki Neputa Matsuri

First week in August

6-7

Goshogawara

Goshogawara Tachi-Neputa

First week in August

5-7

Kuroishi

Kuroishi Yosare Matsuri

Third weekend in August

2-3

Ohma

Ohma Blue Marine Festival

August 14

1

Higashi Dori

Higashi Dori Mura Festival

Third weekend in August

1

Fujisaki

Fujisaki Fireworks Festival

Third weekend in August

1

Onoe

Onoe Festival

Late August

1

Kizukuri

Kizukuri Umaichi Matsuri

Late August

1

Rokunohe

Rokunohe Festival

Early September

1

Shichinohe

Shichinohe Matsuri

First weekend in September

1

Misawa

Misawa Air Show

First Sunday in September

1

Towada

Towada Fall Festival

Second weekend in Sept.

1

Shimoda

Shimoda Town Festival

Last weekend in September

Inakadate

Tanbo Rice Harvest

Last Sunday in September

3-4
1

月

5

6

火

水

木

金

土

1Group A
JETs arrive
in Aomori

2

3 Nebuta
Festival

4

7Fireworks
and bbq in
Aomori

8Group B
JETs arrive
in Aomori

9

10

11

Group A arrived in Japan on the
28th and will take part in Orientation until they arrive in Aomori
on the 1st

2-3



August 3rd— Nebuta Festival

1



Group B participants arrive in
Tokyo for Orientation on the
4th. They will arrive in Aomori
on the 8th.



All new JETs will participate in
the Aomori Orientation starting
on the 15th and ending on the
17th. Business attire is required. Please bring your passport, hanko, foreigner`s card,
insurance packet and Claire
Language Course guide book.
The evening of the 16th will be
an AJET Welcome Dinner party.



Group C participants will arrive
in Tokyo on Tuesday, the 21st
for a four day orientation. They
will arrive in Aomori on the
24th. Please give them a big
welcome!



August 25th. AJET/ E of A
Scavenger Hunt! Sign up with
friends, bring along your little
brother and sister, and come
have a good time!! For further
information, please contact
Julia Beale at
allibeale@gmail.com

12

13

14

15Aomori
Orientation
Starts

16Aomori
Orientation

17Aomori
Orientation
Ends

18

19

20

21

22

23

24Group C
arrives in
Aomori

25 AJET/ E of

26

27

28

29

30

31

1
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Work Event Schedule


August 2007
日

Taiko drums, yukattas, and
exuberant floats are found
in most festivals, including
this one at the Hirosaki
Neputa Matsuri. Locals are
more than happy to have
you jump in and take a
stab at their traditional
dance.

A Scavenger
Hunt+ Welcome Party

Good Morning, Aomori!

Thomas Tran

Above: Submitted by
Thomas Tran.
“You have the choice.
Choose fun!”

記

Below: Andrew Beattie
“ . . .nobody can tell you
how it is (in Japan) because that is how it is for
them, not you”

Kamikita Board of Education ALT

Hello everyone and welcome new JETs! I‘ve
been kindly asked by one of our PA‘s to write a
piece for the newsletter that will be circulating
every two months and here I am giving it my
―ganbaru‖ effort!! Woohoo!!
Sorry, I don‘t really speak like that so excuse
me, but honestly I didn‘t know how else to intro
this piece. Hi I‘m Thomas and I‘m a 4th year
ALT. Weird how that just sounded like I was at a
support group…anyways, I know you all are
excited to be here in Japan and I‘m also sure
that you still have numerous questions waiting
to be answered. I know I did in my 1st year. Hell,
I still have a lot of questions even now. Think of
it as, we‘re all on the same island….because
we are. As a fellow islander I just wanted to
share a few words with all of you and maybe,
just maybe, it will help aid you on your quest in
making some of the most memorable moments of your life.
The JET experience is immense. If you seriously
think about the radical decision you all have
made to move to another country where its
people, language, culture, history, etc is completely different from your own, then this probably is one of your biggest decisions you‘ve
made up till now. JET for some of you may only
be for a short year because you might just decide to move on in a different direction, but
this full year‘s worth of experiences will forever
be a part of you.
I honestly can‘t tell you what makes a good
ALT because all of our jobs are different. We all
are used differently in the classroom and each
of us possesses different strengths. However,

Andrew Beattie

Towada Board of Education ALT

Job description: I hop between 21 elementary
schools teaching between 3 and 5 classes a
day for an average of 20 a week while school
is in. It is great for getting a chance to teach
every lesson under the sun, but I dream of office days with the same desperate desire that
office-bound ALTs must dream of classes.
Hobbies: Reading, writing, watching sumo,
and spending time with Rie (my wife).
Favorites: Aoni Onsen, Oirase Brewery
Fondest Memory: Having a row with my office
over having to drive through a snowstorm to
visit a tiny elementary school on the last day of
school before Christmas only to discover that

Brian Yoshioka
“Use some . . .time to
improve something in
your life and happiness
will follow.”
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what I do know is that JET is one of those jobs
where the more you put in, the more you
get back. Terrible cliché I know, but so true.
Unfortunately, what you get back sometimes
sneaks by unnoticed or is quite hard to recognize. Alas, giving 100% effort doesn‘t result
in a gold medal around your neck nor does
it get you nominated for ―ALT of the Year.‖
The rewards are small time, but it‘s there.
Think of it as… each word you teach to a
student is a word closer they come in learning a new language. If you do a half-ass
job, you can‘t possibly expect your students
to give full maximum effort. Now, look at it
this way. What would happen if you really
gave it a good shot? So good in fact it was
beyond your normal satisfactory level. Anyway you look at it… satisfaction guaranteed!
Doing a good job is always better than doing a bad job and no one can ever knock
you for trying.
My last little tidbit here is just a reminder to
be open and have fun. Things are going to
be different from back home. Not everything
is going to align with the way you view the
world and you know what? That‘s okay.
We‘re all different. Deal with it and move on.
Don‘t waste your time dwelling on the negatives but focus yourself on the positives. Remember, things don‘t always have to be
half empty. You have the choice. Choose
fun.
For all of you who read this, thank you and
good luck.
Thomas Tran

the combined 1st/2nd grade wanted me to
come so they could give me my Christmas
present– a Christmas tree they made out of
pine comes.
Words of Wisdom: I don't want to steal all the
space, nor sound like anyone`s grandpa, but
there is one thing that I think has helped these
last four years fly by. Put as much time into
becoming a better teacher as you put into
becoming a better Japanese speaker — the
latter helps you love Japan, but the former
helps you love your job. Also, at risk of betraying my own advice, remember that nobody
can tell you how it is (in Japan) because that
is how it is for them, not you.

Mutsu Board of Education ALT

Hello. My name is Brian. I live in Shimokita
and work as an elementary school ALT.
As a fifth year JET I have been asked to offer
some advice on being happy in Aomori. I
have two words for everyone. LEVEL UP.

You‘ll hear those two words a lot while you
are here. Whatever you‘re into, there is always room for improvement. Rare is the JET
who hath no free time. Use some of that time
to improve something in your life and happi-

Good Morning, Aomori!

Traveling in and around Japan
USEFUL TRAVEL TIPS:

GOOD DEALS:

1.

1.

2.

Book tickets in advance (this will save
you money and help you to get the

count JR train tickets that can be

trip that you really want).

used March 1– April 10, July 20—
Sept.10, and Dec. 10 –Jan 20. The

Research and compare different

cost is 11,500 yen and allows 5 days

travel agencies. Small agencies

of free unlimited travel to anywhere

tend to offer cheaper flights/ pack-

in Japan on JR lines. Check out

age deals.
3.

http://www.japantravelinfo.com/

Use your Paid Leave (nenkyu) to your

plan/user_pic/transportation/

advantage: Ask if you can use

Seishun_18_kippu_0703.pdf

nenkyu around public holidays. For
example, taking only 7 or 8 days of

2.

destinations for the price of one!

will give you about 21 days of travel

Check your airline for details.

time!
4.

Don`t forget to get re-entry permits!
You can buy multiple re-entry permits
from the Aomori Immigration Office
for 6000 yen. This permit will allow

A free trip is sooner
than you think!

3.

Frequent flier points/ miles—make
sure you acquire frequent flier miles
on any flight that you travel. A free
trip is sooner than you think!

you to leave/re-enter Japan as many

Useful Websites

times as you like until your Visa ex-

No.1 Travel: www.no1-travel.com

pires.
5.

Stop-overs– Many airlines offer free or
minimal cost stop-overs. That`s two

nenkyu during the New Years holiday

Okinawa is a popular tourist destination with its
beautiful beaches and famous shisa lions.

Seishun Juhachi Train Tickets– dis-

Get your vaccinations/Immunizations

JTB: www.jtb.co.jp/eng/
Japan Railways: www.japanrail.com

The Japanese Language Proficiency Test
Every year the Japan Foundation and the
Association for International Education in
Japan runs a Japanese proficiency test
for foreigners. It`s held in December (this
year being December 2), with the closest
test spots in Sapporo and Sendai. There
are four levels, from basic level 4 to fluency-level 1. There are three tests, vocabulary (including kanji), listening, and reading/grammar. All answers are multiple
choice. This test is widely recognized by
Japanese employers and can give you a
yardstick to measure your own progress.

Whether you venture to Sapporo
(top) or Sendai (bottom), you are
bound to find other ALTs willing to
join in the after test Festivals and/
or shopping.
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This can also give you incentive to study
more. Generally groups from Aomori

www.aomoriajet.com/drupal).
The application period is between July
2nd to September 11. The applications are
not available online. The only place to
get them is from Kinokuniya bookstore in
Hirosaki, so please call them or ask your
Hirosaki friends to pick up an application
for you. The application form itself costs
500 yen, and the test is 5,500 yen. For
more details, see http://www.jees.or.jp/
jlpt/en/jlpt_guide.html
USEFUL WEBSITES:
www.kanjicafe.com/icemocha.htm

make the road-trip together, so if you are

http://momo.jpf.go.jp/jlpt/e/

interested in car-pooling all you have to

test_info_e.html (for information on the

do is post a message on the listbox (or the

test, how to apply, and practice tests

Aomori AJET website forum at

Ganbare!
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Teachers: Start your Yakking!
Summer vacation allows for ample time to
talk with your fellow teachers. The key to any
successful partnership (including team teach-

courage chatting.
3.

Ask your ALT/JTE for assistance. (―Do you
know any good restaurants?‖) This allows

ing) is communication. Whether you have

conversation.

are there is always room for improvement in
4.

Compliment your ALT/JTE (―That is a cool

ways to help you establish and maintain

tie‖.‖ You always have good warm-ups‖). It

communication lines:

is always nice to be recognized for some-

1.

2.

Begin casually (―Are you going any-

thing positive.

where for vacation?‖) then explore

Try to find some common ground and work from

more structured topics (―What were your

there. You want to improve your teaching rela-

thoughts about this lesson?‖)

tionship, but more importantly you want to give

Invite your ALT/JTE for coffee/lunch (or
bring snacks to the office). This will en-

your students the best education possible which
will require a good working relationship. Happy
chatting!

Lesson Plan - Self Introductions

Erin Wight

This is an activity that I‘ve had great success

Now each group must choose a representa-

with and can easily be adjusted to suit your

tive to go to the board and write their guesses.

students‘ level.

Divide the board by the number of groups

What you need – photos, lots of them – of
your family, friends, hobbies, country; anything really. Realia – a newspaper, pamphlets, soap, food wrappers, stuffed animals
– anything that says something about who
you are, the area you lived in, or your personal interests. Things that incorporate touch,
smell, sound, as well as sight are great too.

and have them write at the same time so
there is no copying. If your students are a higher level, have them write in English; if not have
them do it in Japanese and the teacher can
translate (maybe give extra points for English).
Also consider helping them by writing phrases
hobby is ~‖ to get them started.
When they are finished, check the answers. If

self yet.

they wrote something correct about you or

than 5 works best. Give each group a pile of
pictures and realia. Now the students have 3
minutes (the time limit is up to you) to look

where you are from, give them 1 point. Incorrect guesses get zero points. After that, fill in
any missing information and give them a basic
self-intro.

over each pile of stuff. They must make
guesses about you or where you are from by
looking at the pictures and realia before
them. ―____ likes fishing‖, ―_____ has two sisters‖, ―_____ is from Ipswich‖. After the 3
minutes are up, tell all the groups to switch
piles. They must rotate the piles of pictures
and realia, and continue to do so every 3
minutes, until each group has had a chance
to see everything.
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Teachers enjoy a good
lesson just as much as
students do.
*Above: The 1st grade
class at Makado Elementary School.

such as ―_____ likes ~‖, ―Her family is ~‖, ―Her

Don‘t tell the students anything about your-

Break the students up into groups, no more

Find some common
ground and work
from there.

them to share knowledge and invites further

just arrived or been here for years, chances
your working relationship. Here are some

Kelly Rose

Happy self-introductions!

They (the students) . .
make guesses about
you or where you are
from . . .

Good Morning, Aomori!

CIR Corner — Aomori CIRs

Submitted by Mandy
Wang

As you may have noticed, CIRs in Aomori
Prefecture alone are each involved in jobs
with greater differences than that of the
dialects of Nanbu and Tsugaru regions.
Besides work, some CIRs also discover outlets for writing articles, doing art, or translating and interpreting. For CIRs who are involved in international exchange events,
help and participation from fellow JETs and
members in the community are always welcomed, so get to know the friendly CIRs
near you, ask them about local events, and
have fun together in this blue forest!
Here are some recent examples of Aomori
CIR involvement in the community on various levels:

Teachers Talk

Mandy Wang

【On the Job】【業務内】
— Women‘s Curling Championship 2007:
language support, etc.
—Tsugaru Dialect Contest in Tsuruta Town:
Planning, coordinating of participants, etc.
Radio shows at the local station (e.g.
Mutsu, Inakadate, Hachinohe)
— Aomori Prefecture CIR Ganbare Guide:
A Japanese working and living guide created in 2007
【Outside of Work】【業務外]
— CLAIR FORUM March 2007 Vol. 209
―Looking Back Over 17 Years‖ by David —
Hammer, Inakadate Village CIR
— Illustrating for AJET publication ―Planet
Eigo: Down to Earth Team Teaching‖
— Volunteering as Interpreter/Translator for
National AJET

Konuma sensei at Sanbongi H.S.

Welcome to Aomori!
We have beautiful scenery, people and seasons. You will like them and like to be here.
Our students have so much interest in learning English. I hope you will give your heart to
them.

JET Talk
Hi, I'm Dinah Linsangan and I'm a 4th-year ALT from Vancouver, Canada. Many people
know me as Dee. For the past three years I have been working at Hirosaki Chuo High
School. I am now working at the Aomori Prefectural Education Centre. I'm looking forward to another great year on JET and getting a chance to meet all of you soon!

Students talk
●

H.S. students comments to their ALTs

I study unable to do English. But, I

●

enjoye O.C. class.

I am glad to see you.
Good luck!
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I want to try anything. I hope you
will happy after this.

●

Your smiling face is very beautiful!!!

●

We remember . . . Chicken dance

●

We are glad to meet you.

●

I send happy day after meet you!

●

Thanks to you, I like English.

●

I will never forget studing with you.

●

I love you forever.

●

I`m very grateful to you for giving a

●

You are interesting!

●

I want to be a like you.

lot of good memories.
●

Thanks to you, I become English
Master.

Good Morning, Aomori!

What a view! What a story! Fukaura

Sunset view from
the beachside onsen at Furoufushi
Onsen in Fukaura

Good Morning
Aomori!

Fukaura is a must-see, especially on a
Sunday afternoon. Located in the east
part of Aomori prefecture, 2 hours by
car from Aomori city, tourists swarm here
in the summer months to see one of the
most beautiful sun-set-coasts in Japan.
Every year there is a major marathon
race called "Yuhi-Marathon", (SunsetCoast-Marathon) which brings runners
from all over Japan. (www.lap.com.jp/
fukaura/index.html)
The finest hour in Fukuara is when the
sun sets over the horizon. You rarely see
a sun-set without clouds, but the burning
orange sky and dark ocean will fascinate you whether you are on the sea
shore or cruising by from the highway.
Fukaura High has become famous for
its historic loss about 10 years ago in a
major baseball tournament. High school
baseball tournaments are major events
watched by many local fans. About 10
years ago, Fukaura High was beaten by
a score 0-122. The newspapers wrote ―A
Historical loss. But they never gave up
until it was over." People in the town admired their kids and the manager for
fighting until the end. Some textbooks
now illustrate this game in the name of
education, to bring up kids with the
same drive and challenging spirits.

Sights to be seen! Shichinohe

Sugiyashiki Okuyama Restaurant

Tenno Shrine provides
for a nice stroll in Shichinohe’s parks as
well as a great view of
the town.
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Have you ever heard of Shichinohe?
Shichinohe is a small town, but it has
an abundance of great places to
see. The Shichinohe homepage lists
all of these places and more, so I
would recommend visiting the site
when you have time. It is
www.town.shichinohe.aomori.jp.
One of the most popular places in
Shichinohe to go is Tenno Shrine especially during the azalea festival.
The azalea season begins in May and
is said to be as beautiful as the sakura in Hirosaki Park. At night the
grounds are lit up providing for a
pleasant stroll up the hill to the shrine.
Another place to visit, is a Japanese
style restaurant called Sugiyashiki,

Shinada -Sanbongi HS

(*Fukaura High School has since
been changed to Ajigasawa High
Fukaura branch.) You could say
that it's become a legend around
Fukaura town. This legend helps
Fukaura grow in the memory of a
summer that will stay gold forever.
RECOMMENDATIONS
●
Furoufushi Onsen
●
WeSpa—Europe
Cottage
and Spa
Surrounding Area —
●
SantaLand- has a Santa you
can see all year round.
●
Junniko—Beautiful lake views
Events
●
Ocean Festival — August 14—
15
●
Europe Festival—Second Sat.
and Sun. of December
●
Blue Men Tour — Food event,
Every Saturday in February
●
Mountain Climbing—Second
Sunday of July
Check out:
www.town.fukaura.aomori.jp/%92%
AC%82%CC%8AT%97v/a-1.e.html
www.town.fukaura.aomori.jp

Yukiko Takeuchi - Wakaba ES

Okuyama. This restaurant is over
thirty years old and has a clock
that has been ticking long and
strong since the beginning. The
hot springs that used to be next
door have now turned into a Japanese style room that can fit large
parties of people and hosts many
work events (although for large
groups, reservations are recommended). For people worried
about their feet falling asleep,
fear not! They also have tables
and chairs to accommodate.
They offer daily lunch specials for
840 yen. Lunch is from 11:30—
14:00 and dinner from 17:30—
23:00. Bon appetite!
www.town.shichinohe.aomori.jp

JET Programme — Aomori

Album Project

Erin Wight

This year I will start a new album project to immortalize the joys and trials of being a JET
(given to all Leaver`s as a memoir).
So what exactly is this project? It is going to be
a scrapbook photo album filled with pictures of
events, people, and places for JETs to enjoy.
There are lots of events going on all year in the
ken, each of which will have its own page (or
two). If you are a young budding photographer, enjoy scrap booking, or just need a project to keep you busy, I can use all the help
that I can get! I need people to take pictures,
especially for the events that I won‘t be able to
attend (so hang on to those pics – I just might
be needin‘ them!).
Scrap bookers –
the artistically inclined and craftoriented, or someone who just wants
to help out is com-

pletely welcome to
join me on this project!
So, if you guys
have any questions
about this project or want to help out, feel free
to contact me, Erin Wight, at Ivory.Fox@gmail.com or Jade_Frog@hotmail.com
Any and all help is much appreciated!

Welcome to Aomori!!
Above: Oirase Gorge
To the left: Sports Festival Opening Ceremony in Hirosaki

The JET Programme

Filling pages of the books of our lives

Prefectural School Education Division
Aomori Prefectural Board of Education
2-3-1 Shinmachi Aomori-shi 030-8540
Phone: 017-734-9879
Fax: 017-734-8270
Mail: martilovestheblueforest@yahoo.com

Check out Aomori’s newly
updated website at
www.aomoriajet.com/drupal

The JET Programme was started in 1987 with the purpose of increasing mutual understanding between the
people of Japan and the people of other nations. It
aims to promote internationalization in Japan’s local
communities by helping to improve foreign language
education and developing international exchange at
the community level.
By teaching foreign languages at schools nationwide
and assisting with international exchange activities
organized by local authorities, participants engage in
international exchange on a variety of levels with local
residents. In this way, the Programme is expected to
increase cross-cultural understanding as well as contribute to internationalization efforts in Japan.

We are looking forward to making “Good Morning,
Aomori!” a bi-monthly tradition, so look forward to
your next edition in October. Until then we hope you
experience, explore, and enjoy your life in Japan!

